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Current Saugerties area USGS topographic map

A History Atlas ofA History Atlas of

The United States Geological Survey began creating and publishing 

topographic maps of the land of Saugerties in the late 19th century. The 

small squares on these maps are houses. With each new update of maps new 

houses were added. Engraving was first used for these maps. Later maps 

were photo lithographed. The darker black squares with sharper edges are 

the oldest houses because of the engraved original. More recent additions 

are a lighter shade of black and noticeably fuzzier. In this topo map the 

original dates back almost 50 years. Go to the historic maps section of the 

atlas to check corresponding houses on topos made as early as 1893.
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Tax lots registered
to current Saugerties area USGS topographic map

Before the early 1970’s there was no overall mapping of property lines for 

Saugerties. Computers and Global Information Systems became useful for 

planning in the late 1990’s making the relationship between property lines 

and landform features an easy way to evaluate the past patterns and future 

growth potential of the town. Saugerties continues to be divided and so the 

property lines are constantly being added and sometimes joined. Ulster 

County maintains a “parcel viewer” on the County web site that is open to 

the public and is kept current.

A History Atlas ofA History Atlas of
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Recorded Kingston Commons lot locations registered
to current Saugerties area USGS topographic map

Saugerties’ first division into property lines began in 1687 when it was 

included in the territory of the Kingston Patent. When the “Corporation of 

Kingston” began dividing itself into lots in 1804 those lots in Saugerties fell 

within the first, second,  third, fourth , fifth, sixth, seventh, northwest and 

southwest classes. Most properties in Saugerties can trace their titles back 

to one or more lots in these classes of the “Kingston Commons”. Saugerties 

was, for over 200 years before this division, land commonly held by all the 

inhabitants of Kingston. Each originating deed from one of the lots in a class 

of the Kingston Commons in Saugerties carries restrictions that recognize 

the continuing rights of other inhabitants of the land in perpetuity.
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Kingston Commons lots plus tax lots registered
to current Saugerties area USGS topographic map

Few places in the Hudson Valley can trace the linage of the land as 

accurately as in Saugerties. The commons lots were each surveyed and 

deeded to match a grid of rectangles that averaged 30 and 45 acres in size. 

The tilt of this grid was surveyed as 24 to 66 degrees as the cumpass pointed 

in 1803. When the Town of Saugerties was created in 1811 that angle and the 

division line between the 2nd and 3rd classes was made a corner and in 1832 

when the 2nd class and the top tier of 1st class lots were added the same 

angle was retained. From this starting point every original commons lot can 

be plotted to its position relative to the current property lines of Saugerties.
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Early Kingston era homesteads and patents registered
to current Saugerties area USGS topographic map

1763 List of occupants of 
Saugerties North of Kingston from:

“Map of the North bounds of the Corporation of 

Kingston laid down by a scale of 40 chains to an inch by 

Char. Clinton May the 20, 1763” to a “line from the mouth of 

the Sawyers Kill with 4° variation 543 ch. 44 l to the range of 

the Blew Mountains N27°E”

1. Major Dan Wolfen’s Tract

2. Minard Scutt’s Patent

3. Fullerton’s Patent

N 4; 5; 6 Grant to Richard Hays and George Meales

7. A tract Granted to Dedrick Marterstock

8. Granted to Col. Beekman and Gilbert Livingston

9. Granted to George Meales

10. Catsban Church

11. Zachariah Snyder’s house

12. Evert Wynkoop’s house

13. Willm Dedrick’s house

14. Mindert Dedrick’s house

15. Hezekiah DuBois’ house & lott

16. Jan Post’s house

17. Abraham Post’s house

18. Pertrus Myer’s house

19. Ury Humble’s house

20. Schoolhouse

21. William Right Myer’s house

22. The house of Hezekiah DuBois

23. Johannas Trumpo’s house

24. Petrus Luyks’ house

25. Peter Freligh’s house

26. Richard Davenport’s house

27. John Lukes’ house

28. Egbert Schoonmaker

29. Samuel Schoonmaker

30. Schoolhouse

31. Jacobus Post

32. John Monk & John Tronnal

33. Johannas Myers

34. Isaac Post’s house and Lot to Brouser Dickers

35. Petrus Evenhal

36. Adam Short’s house

37. Fredrick Isenar’s house

38. Hendrick Osterhout’s house

39. Johannas Young house

40. Wilhelmus Folk house

41. Hans Ury Eligh house

42. Wilhelmus Row house

43. Peter McGee’s house

44. Cornelius Osterhout’s house

45. Tunis Aspel’s house

46. Johannis Freelings house

47. Johannis Mouries’ house

48. William Myer’s house

49. Capt. Tobias Wynkoop’s house

50. Johannis Folk’s house

51. Evert Wynkoop Jr.’s house

52. Johannis Honnel’s house

53. Ironimus Folkenbergh’s house

54. Marla Snyder

55. Ephraim VanKeura’s house

56. Johannis Plankr

57.Laurance Wynna

58. Jeremiah Snyder

59. Mathias Markell

60. Tunas Shad

61. Hendrick Wolffen

63. John Wolfen

64. Christian Snyder

65. Jacob Brink
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Evert DeWitt’s house

Arnt Winnah’s house

Fredrick Row’s house

Samuel Well’s house

Luke Devit’s house

Johan Row’s house

Wm Burhans’ house

Mishl Planck’s house

John Burhans’ house
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WILLIAM LOVERIDGE PATENT

JULY 29, 1686

“KISKATAMANISHA”

KISKATOM PATENT

June 11, 1719

MEALES & HAYS

ESOPUS KILL PATENT

MAY 23, 1687

442 ACRES

ROBERT FULLERTON

WONTON ISLAND PATENT

JANUARY 9, 1692

797 ½  ACRES

GODFRIED DeWOLVEN PATENT

May 21, 1722

150  Acres

MYNDERT SCHUTT PATENT

March 29, 1711

305  Acres

DEDRICK MARTERSTOCK PATENT

April 13, 1728

500  Acres

MEALES & HAYS

GREAT VLY PATENT

MAY 23, 1687

300 ACRES

LOOKERMANNS PATENT

JULY 29, 1686

NOV. 1, 1695

CORNELIUS TenBROECK PATENT

APRIL 12, 1750
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HERMANSE ROW PATENT

DECEMBER 3, 1737
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JOHN LAMB PATENT

OCTOBER 8, 1771

200 Acres

WESSEL TenBROECK PATENT

NOVEMBER 25, 1733

825 Acres

VINCENT MATHEWS PATENT

DECEMBER 20, 1731

825 Acres

In the 1730’s the Trustees of the Kingston 

Commons conducted a survey that placed the 

source of the Sawyer Creek or Sagierskill at the 

Steene Harte Fonteyne. This landmark was a 

rock shaped like a heart that marked a spring 

feeding the northernmost stream emptying into 

the Sawyers Creek. This moved the claim of the 

Kingston Commons nearly three miles north of 

the Great Fountain, the landmark used to locate 

reference points on earlier survey maps. A 

westerly line from this new landmark brought 

into its jurisdiction the fertile fields of the 

Kaatsbaan and upper Saxton Flats where 

Palatine settlers had cut productive farms out of 

the dense forest.

This patent is labeled simply as “Lockerman” 

on the 1803 map of the “Claim of the 

Corporation of Kingston”. The difference 

between the dates of “29 July, 1686” and “1 Nov. 

1695” and the similarity of the double dating to 

that of the “Fullerton Patent” link the two. 

These dates reflect the consolidation of the 

holdings of Govert Lookermanns’ estate under 

the new system of Royal patent, the period of 

confiscation after the execution of Jacob Leisler, 

heir to the estate, the exoneration of Leisler in 

1694 and return of the estate to the Leisler heirs.

This patent is laid out at the same time as the 

Meales and Hays patents  and the Kingston 

Patent but is not issued until six years later. 

Fullerton is a surveyor. The patent could have 

been laid out for a client that was registering a 

claim for land already owned under a previous 

system. This client is thought to have been the 

estate of Govert Lookermanns. The cove 

centered on the land’s border on the Hudson 

River was known as Lockermans Haven. The 

Lookermanns estate was confiscated along with 

all the property of his Son-in-law Jacob Leisler 

after Leisler’s execution for treason May 16, 

1691. When Leisler was exonerated the land was 

retained by the court and later used by Queen 

Ann for the Palatine Camps in 1710.

A deed from the Philipses to Jury Dederick for 

land in the Fullerton grant is evidence that this 

anti-Leislerian family had possession of the 

confiscated property many years after the 

exoneration.

Between 1711 and 1713 Queen Ann, through 

Governor Hunter, established three villages, 

Elizabeth Town, Georgetown and New Village, 

on this patent. In January of 1710 several 

thousand refugees from the French persecution 

in the Palatinate were transported under the 

protection of Queen Ann to New York. In 

November of 1710 they were settled in these 

villages, called the West Camp, and at the East 

Camp on the opposite side of the river in lands 

retained from the Livingston Manor. Under the 

leadership of the Rev. Joshua Kocherthal who 

had settled refugees three years earlier in 

Newburgh, the Palatines dispersed from these 

original camps to settle lands in the Schoharie 

Valley and into Pennsylvania.

The Palatines at West Camp immediately sought 

land suitable for farming and by 1714 were 

occupying unclaimed lands west of the 

Sagierskill in the area of Albany County claimed 

by the Trustees of the Kingston Commons.

“ Act  27th May, 1717 Which Bounds of the 

Manor of Livingston shall end and terminate 

the County of Albany on the east side of 

Hudsons River as the Sawyers Creek doth 

terminate the same on the west side, lying 

opposite the one to the other.” In the Indian 

deed of 1695 to the founding Robert R. 

Livingston the landmark for this terminal point 

on the river is a cliff face called Saaskakamka. 

This is actually opposite the mouth of the 

Esopus Creek. 

The source of the Sagierskill was the Great Fountain. 

At the time the Counties were formed in 1685 a line 

surveyed to be true north passed directly through 

the mouth of the Sagierskill, the Great Fountain and 

the center of Skillypot Island. It was “confirmed by 

another Act of the Assembly, 1st Oct, 1691” and used 

to set points for all surveys around the county line. 

This documentation appears as a notation on an 

1803 map plotting the claim of the “Corporation of 

Kingston” at the time Greene County was to be 

formed out of Ulster and Albany Counties.
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The source of the Sagierskill was the Great 

Fountain. This was an up welling of water from 

the Great Vly about a mile southwest of it. A 

breaking of the west wall of the Great Vly now 

is the source of the present Sawyer Kill and the 

legendary fountain no longer has the pressure 

to support its flow. The Great Fountain is a 

landmark used to locate reference points on 

early survey maps. Its continuous flow of water 

regardless of drought conditions had made the 

Sagierskill a watering spot on the Hudson River 

since Henry Hudson first filled his casks there 

in 1609. 

In the early trading period this was the highest 

point on the Hudson River that navigation in 

sea-going vessels was possible. Shoals and 

currents from the outlet of the Catskill Creek 

made Lockermans Haven, which fell where the 

deep water channel came closest to the bank of 

the river, the place where lighter vessels from 

the upper Hudson could safely fill heavier ships 

for the return to Europe.

This place is associated with Govert 

Lookermanns, a Dutch fur trader that became 

one of the wealthiest men in New Amsterdam 

by ignoring the restrictions imposed under the 

Patroonship of Rensselaerwyck’s claimed rights 

to the Hudson shore south to below Catskill 

landing. Lookermanns maintained a fleet of 

sloops on the River and engaged a small army 

in his enterprises. He first appears in documents 

supporting Peter Stuyvesant in 1658 

transporting troops for the garrisoning 

Wildwyck in the First Esopus War.

This frontage on the river and the trail that led 

westward from it were of strategic importance 

in colonial times. This is the furthest point the 

British Fleet came up the Hudson River in its 

aborted intention to garrison Kaatsbaan during 

the Revolutionary War.

Godfried 

deWolven, a 

Palatine, in May, 

1722 petitioned 

for a grant of 

“150 acres of 

land lying vacant 

and 

unappropriated 

in this province.” 

Within 60 days 

he received a 

warrant of 

survey and a 

certificate for 

“150 acres in the 

County of 

Albany”
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After the French and Indian War much of the claim of Kingston to the 

northern half of the current town of Saugerties was challenged in a scheme 

by the Lieutenant Governor of New York to transfer unclaimed land as 

bounty rewards to officers who served in the War. Maps were made at this 

time listing the inhabitants of Kingston that resided in this area and served 

in the Kingston Militia in the War to counter this move and claim the whole 

part for Kingston. These original maps have been keyed to known stone 

houses of the period and others not mapped that are known have been 

placed in relationship to these for a growing glimpse of the extent Saugerties 

was occupied in those earliest times.
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